UPCOMING DATES

JANUARY

"

Barrie General Committee,
7:00 p.m.

Georgina Council, 9:00 a.m.

Halton Regional
Council [Agency Budget
Presentations), 9:30 a.m.

Hamilton General Issues
Committee (Budget], 9:30 a.m.

Innisfil Council, 7:00 p.m.

Mississauga General
Committee, 9:30 a.m.

Burlington Council, 1:00 p.m.

Hamilton General Issues
Committee (Speciall, 9:30 a.m.

Peel Regional Council,
9:30 a.m.

York Region Committee of the
Whole, 9:00 a.m.

Oshawa Special Council,
9:30 a.m.

Ajax General Government
Committee, 1:00 p.m.

Clarington Planning &
Development Committee,
6:30 p.m.

East Gwillimbury Special
Council, 10:00 a.m.

Mississauga Planning &
Development Committee,
6:00 p.m.

Newmarket Committee of the
Whole, 1:00 p.m.

Uxbridge General Committee,
10:00 a.m.

Whitby Committee of the
Whole, 7:00 p.m.

B RICHMOND HILL MAPS A FULL SPECTRUM OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE NEXT DECADE

N SUPPORT OF RECREATION

AND CULTURE

he City of Richmond Hill
has charted its course
toward ensuring that it
meets the recreation and culture
needs of its residents over
the next 10 years, prioritizing
high-demand amenities and
working to address the needs
of the city’s residents based on
demographics.

On December 7, Richmond
Hill city council unanimously
endorsed its Recreation and
Culture Plan, which will guide
the delivery of recreation and
culture facilities and services to
the year 2032.

The plan builds on a pair of
previous roadmaps established
by the City - the 2013
Recreation Plan and the 2011
Cultural Plan - and will guide
the City on matters related to
the planning and delivery of its
recreation and cultural facilities
as Richmond Hill’s population
continues to grow towards a
projected 253,000 residents in
2031.

Matt Durnan

plan are to understand the needs
of current and future residents
through an understanding of
the community’s demographics,
relevant trends in culture and
recreation, public input and
needs assessment.

The plan recommends
needed recreation and cultural
facilities, programs and services
for Richmond Hill, while
developing strategic directions
for the City to consider as it
implements recommendations to
meet community needs.

“We were due to update
our plan. Recreation needs in
the community change over
time. For example, things like

pickleball and the popularity

of that sport has changed a lot,
even in the last few years,” City
of Richmond Hill Mayor David
West told NRU.

“I think the whole idea of
going through the process, let
alone the finished product, is to
hear from the community and
take a look at what is going on
and what our community needs
are, and what are the trends that
are going on in neighbouring
municipalities”

City of Richmond Hill passed
its Parks Plan in the last term
of council and the recently
endorsed Recreation and Culture
Plan will work closely with the
Parks Plan, while still remaining
its own separate document.
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We were due to update our plan. Recreation
needs in the community change over time.

For example, things like pickleball and the
popularity of that sport has changed a lot,
even in the last few years.

- David West
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“The two are obviously
related, but this plan has to do
with programming. It has to
do with facilities and it has to
do with the cultural aspects as
well, so this is more recreation
and culture-oriented than it is
parks-related,” West said.

“I think the two [plans]
touch each other, but I think
the parks plan talks specifically
about parks and trails and
open spaces and that type of
thing, while the recreation plan
obviously utilizes those types
of amenities because recreation
happens in those places. So, the
two are definitely related and
that’s probably why they were
passed in close proximity to
each other”

Both plans underwent
review starting in 2021 to
guide the City’s provision of
recreation and services over
the next decade, and the
review was highlighted by
significant engagement with
the community.

Nearly 1,200 residents,
sports leagues, community
groups, artists and arts and
culture organizations provided
input into the plan.

“We brought background
and findings and results to
council in January of 2022 for

both the parks plan and the
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recreation and culture plans. In
March of 2022, council ended
up approving that document
and then, we kind of parted

l_‘:';'!.lfﬁ.l.rrmﬁf,: _'___'__\_

ways for the parks plan,” City
of Richmond Hill director of
recreation and culture services
Donald Hearn told NRU.

The plan takes into
consideration areas within the
city that have been identified
and targeted for growth, with
careful attention being paid to
ensuring that areas of the city
slated to see intensification
on the residential side will be
complimented by access to

recreational facilities.

Y

Weal Gadinley
Secondary Plan Area

A e INdiynr

The city is home to some 15
indoor recreational facilities,
including community centres,
pools, arenas, fitness centres
and seniors’ centres. On the
horizon are a pair of brand new
community centres, the North
Leslie Community Centre and
the Richmond Hill Centre.

Richmond Hill also boasts
six indoor aquatic facilities,
which represents a strong

CONTINUED PAGE 4 I

Map of the distribution of Rich-
mond Hill's indoor recreation fa-
cilities. On December 7, Richmond
Hill city council unanimously
endorsed its new Recreation and
Culture Plan which will guide

the delivery of recreational and
cultural facilities and services in
the city for the next 10 years. The
green dots on the map represent
indoor facilities and the light
green areas are parks and open
space. The red dots indicate
planned indoor facilities, includ-
ing the North Leslie Community
Centre in the North Leslie Second-
ary Plan Area, which is targeted
for growth and intensification.

SOURCE: CITY OF RICHMOND HILL
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distribution of these types of
facilities, with most residents
being located within proximity
to at least one swimming

pool. Development of future
indoor aquatic facilities will

be challenging due to land
scarcity and the rising costs
that have made acquiring land
more prohibitive.

A service target of having
one indoor aquatic facility
available for every 36,000
residents has been set out
by the city, suggesting that
one additional facility will
be required by 2031, with
that need expected to be met
through the development
of the future North Leslie
Community Centre.

“This plan outlines
any future recreation and
culture facilities for the next
10 years. We've essentially
established what facilities are
going to be coming into the
community, and within which
developments as well,” said
Hearn.

“One of the future facilities
that has been identified
throughout this plan is the
North Leslie Community
Centre. It's an area of
future growth and future
intensification, so the plan is

saying ‘Here’s an area where

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 2023

we know there is going to be
growth within the community,
so we're going to have the
facility planned for that
community’. So, it’s trying to
establish that vision for those
recreation opportunities and
amenities as that community is
being built”

The North Leslie
Community Centre is also
anticipated to help meet
the City’s targets for access
to gymnasiums. Currently,
Richmond Hill has nine
gymnasiums of varying size,
which roughly translates into a
service level of one gymnasium
for every 24,000 residents,
on par with the historical
service target of one per 25,000
residents. To keep up with
Richmond Hill’s projected
growth. the City will have to
maintain its current inventory
and add one additional
gymnasium at the future North
Leslie Community Centre.

Traditional recreation
activities that have been
mainstays in Ontario
municipalities such as pools,
gymnasiums and ice pads
will remain a focal point in
Richmond Hill’s plans, but so
too will new types of recreation
that have seen an increase in

popularity in recent years.

“Pickleball is a really
good example. I mean, a few
years ago, I had absolutely
no idea what it was and it’s
unbelievable how quickly
it’s taken off and grown in
popularity. So, we need to be
making sure we have enough
pickleball facilities, both
indoor and outdoor,” said
West.

“Another one is soccer. Its
a very popular sport, and with
Canada being at the recent
World Cup, I'm sure that’s
helped as well. Do we have
enough soccer facilities that
are indoors? One thing we're
looking at is another soccer
bubble because clearly we have
more demand than we have
capacity to serve in soccer.
That’s a large investment,
soccer bubbles can’t go on
every soccer field anywhere;
there’s infrastructure needed,
there’s sufficient parking,
the ability to bring the
bubble up and down... So,
accommodating things like
soccer 12 months of the
year is also an important
consideration in a plan like
this”

With the plan in place,
the City now moves into its
implementation strategy,
setting the course for the
short, medium and long term,
with the short-term strategy
accounting for this year and
next, the medium term looking
at 2025 to 2027, and long-term
implementation plans targeted
for 2028 to 2031.

“Although timing is usually
synonymous with level
of priority, we're basically

using this as a guide for
implementation and to account
for the fact that there could

be changes needed due to the
pandemic and perhaps changes
in population growth. And
shifting trends or community
interests may change over time,
as well as available funding
opportunities or partnership
opportunities;” said Hearn.

“So we're looking at
updating the festival and event
strategy [in the short term]
which will provide a refreshed
vision for the arts and culture
sector. We're developing an
age-friendly community
strategy and associated
implementation plan and
we're looking to implement
any strategies related to
the recreation and culture
opportunities within that adult
55-plus demographic. One key
focus is to continue to address
any public health guidelines
or industry standards to get
back to pre-pandemic service
delivery levels in order to
recover from the COVID-19
pandemic” €

NOVA RES URBIS GREATER TORONTO & HAMILTON AREA & M



